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on the Apostles, and tlms Pentecost passed
over into the Christian Church and became
one of the great Church festivals of the year.
PENUM'BRA, the partial shadow cast
during an eclipse, the umbra being the total
shadow. An observer in the umbra sees a
total eclipse; one in the penumbra only a
partial eclipse, and the nearer the edge of the
penumbra the observer is, the less of the
eclipse will he see. An observer outside the
penumbra sees the luminous body without
eclipse. See eclipse.
PE'ONAGE, a system of enforced labor
which has been common in the Spanish colo-
nies , of America, particularly in Mexico.
Peon is a Spanish word meaning day laborer.
It was originally applied to Indians. The
Spanish government exempted Indians from
military service and the payment of taxes
and tithes, and also excluded them from such
political and social privileges as to place them
at the mercy of the governors of the colonies,
and they used their authority to impose a sys-
tem of labor upon the Indians that was prac-
tically slavery, since they were classed as
criminals and compelled to work to pay fines
or debts. As soon as a laborer had worked
out his sentence, he might be rearrested on
some other charge and compelled to continue
his labor.
While the system was legally abolished long
ago, the term peon is still applied to laborers
of Indian or mixed blood, in localities, where
because of ignorance they suffer the old
abuses.
PE'ONY, a plant belonging to the butter-
cup family. It is a native of Europe and
Asia and is very generally cultivated in gar-
dens for the sake of the large, fragrant showy
flowers, which are solitary and of a variety
of colors, crimson, purplish, pink, yellow and
white. The tree peonies of California and
Japan produce white or rose-colored blos-
soms which are borne on a stalk three or four
feet high. The plant is propagated from cut-
tings which are potted and kept in a green-
house or cold frame. It may also be grown
from seeds.
PEOPLE'S PABTY. See populist p^rtt.
PEORIA, ill., since 1880 the second city
in the state in size, the county seat of Peoria
County, 160 miles southwest of Chicago, on
the Illinois River, and on the Chicago & Al-
ton, sthe Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, the Chicago,
Peoria & Saint Louis, the Chicago <fe Illinois
 Midland, the Minneapolis and Saint Louis,
the New York, Chicago & Saint Louis, the
Chicago & North Western, the Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & Saint Louis and the
Toledo, Peoria & Western railroads. Peoria
is served by one airport, the Federal Barge
Lines, and fourteen paved highways, and
three important bus lines. The city is built
along the river at the outlet of the expanse
known as Peoria Lake. The business section
lies near the water, while the residences are
chiefly on the bluffs.
The important buildings and institutions
include the Bradley Polytechnic Institute,
Spalding Institute, Saint Francis Hospital,
the Home of the Good Shepherd, the Federal
building, courthouse, city hall, the Catholic
Cathedral, the state armory, the Y.M.C.A.,
the Y.W.C.A., 100 churches and the Art In-
stitute.
The parks cover 1,552 acres; there are three
municipal golf courses, three country clubs
and ten theaters.
The city is an important industrial and dis-
tributing center surrounded by the great corn
belt. About $140,000,000 of capital is in-
vested in the 460 manufacturing plants; these
produce wire goods, power machinery, cotton
goods, millwork, chemicals, canned goods,
cement, jewelry, food products, liquors, ci-
gars, and mattresses. There is a large trade
in grain and livestock.
La Salle visited the site of Peoria about
1680 and erected Fort Creve Coeur; this be-
came an important trading post with a
French mission established probably by 1711.
In 1763 it passed into the hands of the Brit-
ish and the Americans took it over in 1778;
Fort Clark was built as an American mili-
tary and trading post. The first considerable
settlement was made in 1819 and it was in-
corporated as a town in 1835 and as a city
ten years later. It is governed by a mayor
and council. Population, 1930,104,969.
PEFIN, or PIP'PIN, the name of several
prominent government officials in medieval
France who bore the title mayor of the pal-
ace. pepin the elder (died 639) was vir-
tual ruler of the country during the reign
of Dagobert I. His grandson, pepin op
hebistal, who died in 714, was major-domo
at the court of Dagobert II. After the death
of the king he was appointed duke of the
Franks. Under a feeble regency he ruled
the kingdom with almost despotic sway.
Charles Martel was Ms natural son. pippin

